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Abwaan Sacad Axmed Xasan-roodhiile is a Somali poet.
Danielle Cotter is an Analyst for the Global Center. She focuses on 
the Global Center’s research and programming related to anti-money 
laundering and countering the financing of terrorism (AML/CFT), par-
ticularly in countries in East and West Africa. She has contributed writ-
ing and analysis to reports on AML/CFT issues and countering violent 
extremism and works on capacity-building programs with a focus on 
developing economies. She holds a BA in international relations with 
an East Asia focus from Tufts University.
Tracey Durner is a Programs Associate for the Global Center. She pro-
vides program assistance to the Global Center’s work on such issues 
as anti-money laundering and countering the financing of terrorism 
in Ethiopia. Previously, she worked as a fundraising project manager 
at Massachusetts General Hospital, and she has significant volunteer 
experience in Uganda and Cameroon. She holds a BA in international 
affairs and political science from Northeastern University.
Mohamed Aden Hassan is a Research Fellow at the Centre for Urban 
and Community Research (CUCR), Goldsmiths, University of Lon-
don. Mohamed’s current research focuses on the social, economic and 
political impact of Mobile Money with the emphasis on safe and secure 
ways to uphold cash flow and transactions taking the Somali corridor 
as case study. He is currently also working on a DfID funded research 
on accountability in all six regions of Somaliland and supervises a 
team of six research assistants. Mohamed holds a BA in International 
Marketing Management from Hogeschool Holland, University of Pro-
fessional Education, Diemen, the Netherlands, a PGCE from Brunel, 
an MA in Migration and Diaspora Studies from the School of Oriental 
and African Studies and a PhD in Sociology from Goldsmiths College, 
University of London.
Thomas J. Jones has worked in educational development in the Horn 
of Africa for the last 12 years. His interest in the Somali region devel-
oped from time spent with the Somali community in his home state of 
Minnesota. He has taught courses or developed language programs 
at Amoud University, University of Hargeisa, and the University of 
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Djibouti. Currently, he is working to develop an international school 
based in English for Djibouti and to promote educational research for 
the region.
Giulia Liberatore is a Leverhulme Early Career Fellow at the Centre 
on Migration, Policy and Society (COMPAS), University of Oxford. 
She has a PhD in Anthropology from the London School of Economics, 
and her research interests are Islam in Europe, gender, migration, dias-
pora, multiculturalism, ethics and subjectivity. Research for this article 
was conducted while working as a Research Officer on the project 
‘Diaspora engagement in war-torn societies’ which is part of the Lever-
hulme funded Oxford Diasporas Programme (ODP).
Helmi Ben Meriem is a PhD student at The University of Sousse in 
Tunisia working on Somali author Nuruddin Farah. He is also the 
Anglophone author of two novels and a collection of short stories, not 
yet published but currently under review by journals and publishing 
houses. His interests include Anglophone literature, gender, and sex-
ual politics, and comparative theological studies.
Timothy Wilson is an Associate Economic Affairs Officer at the Eco-
nomic Commission for Africa. He is a development economist with 
particular experience in post-disaster economic recovery. His work has 
covered a number of countries, including Haiti, Kenya, Somalia, Tan-
zania and New Zealand. Timothy is currently based in Kigali, Rwanda. 
All views in this article are his own and do not reflect the views of his 
employer.
